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Host Family Information
Each year, the Essendon Football Club recruit new players via the November and December National drafts. The majority are young men aged between 18 and 20 and may have to relocate to Melbourne from all over Australia.
In 2014 – 18 our relocated draftees were:

· Zach Merrett - Cobden, Vic Country

· Orazio Fantasia - Adelaide, SA

· Jake Long - Darwin, NT

· Darcy Parish – Winchelsea, Vic Country

· Aaron Francis – Loxton, SA

· Mason Redman – Millicent, SA

· Kobe Mutch- Gol Gol, NSW

· Sam Draper- Old Reynella, SA
· Jordan Houlahan- Adelaide Hills, SA

· Matt Guelfi- City Beach, WA

· Brandon Zerk-Thatcher- Murray Bridge, SA
Our needs vary from year to year, as we may draft players from the Melbourne area, or draftees may stay with family or friends.  Nonetheless, we recognise the need to provide high quality accommodation to our young men in their first year of playing at the elite level and for their long term development as responsible adults.

There are several advantages to your family by participating in this program:

· Involvement in the development of young Essendon players

· Ease financial stress by renting your spare room

· Involvement in EFC’s Parents & Partners Program

· New companionship

· Having another person in your house will bring fresh perspectives

The ‘Ideal’ Family

Families come in all different forms and what is appropriate for one player may be different for another. In the past, successful host family arrangements have included families with children (older and younger), single people, single parents, older couples, and friends living together. 

The most important factors when assessing your suitability are:

· Player having their own bedroom

· Comfortable facilities in your home

· Willingness to embrace the player as part of the family

· Recognise that the player has strict training, dietary, and competition demands

What is helpful to a player:

· Clear expectations / house rules

· Enough space so they do not feel they are encroaching on the family all of the time

· Someone to cook nutritious meals and be willing to teach them these skills

· Someone to teach them other life-skills such as washing, assisting with budgeting, etc.

· Someone willing to listen, support, advise yet be non-judgemental

· Respect for their privacy

Support for Host Families

The following systems will be set up to ensure the experience is rewarding and comfortable for the host family:

· An information session to assist you in planning and being prepared for the challenges of being a host family – e.g., expectations, players schedule, previous issues.

· A six-week trial period from the date of arrival to ensure the player/family is suited to each other and is happy with the arrangements.

· Monthly reviews via email, phone, or house visit (whichever you prefer). These reviews provide you with an opportunity to raise any issues or concerns or to provide some positive feedback to the player/club.
· Continuous support via email/phone from Matt Little should there be any concerns.

· Appropriate notification when a player wishes to move (usually at the end of their first 12 months)

Payment

For the period between November 30th 2016 and October 31st, 2017 the reimbursement for the cost of hosting a player is fixed at $220 per week for each athlete that you accommodate. This money is directly deposited into a nominated bank account on a monthly basis. The $220 covers:
· Rent/board

· Food

· Bills
Other costs that the player is likely to incur in your home will need to be discussed directly with the player at the commencement of the placement.

Families will be provided with up to 2 Bronze Adult 11 memberships and 2 complimentary tickets to the Crichton Medal.
Host Family Application Process

1. Fill in the Registration of Interest form and return to the Club via:

a. Email cbyrne@essendonfc.com.au
b. Australia Post – Chris Byrne, c/o Essendon Football Club, PO Box 17, Essendon, 3040.

2. On receipt you will be contacted to acknowledge that we have received the form and your details will be added to our database.

3. During September we will make contact and set up a time to meet with your family at your residence. This visit is informal and is a chance for us to meet with your family and get a feel for the type of personality that may suit.
4. Once players are drafted we match the player needs/requests with host families on the database. If you are matched, you are contacted and arrangements are made for placement of the player soon after.
Setting Expectations
Before a player arrives to live with you it is important to consider the following guide that relates to your expectations:

· Family routines/structure – what normally happens in your home in a regular week

· Rules about using house facilities (e.g., pool, internet, etc.)

· Meal times and meals that they have to prepare
· Shopping for food

· Washing, ironing, cleaning

· Chores they are expected to complete

· Rules concerning having friends visit, including girlfriends

· Household rules for weekends

· Your expectations if they are alone in your home for extended periods (weekends, holidays)

· Family activities that occur in your home

· Privacy

· Car parking

· Younger children and your expectations

· Understanding the player’s expectations

If you have any further queries, please contact Chris Byrne on 0412 460 189 or Matt Little on 0423 770 107
Host Family: Expression of Interest Form

Name:  Applicant 1: ___________________________________________________________


Applicant 2: ___________________________________________________________

Address:   ___________________________________________________________________

Suburb:    ___________________________________________________________________

Phone:   (h) __________________________________
(m) ________________________

Email:       ___________________________________________________________________

No. of children: ________
No. of children living in the home: _________

Children’s Names:  1: ___________________________
      2: ______________________



        3: ___________________________             4:  ______________________

Do you have a current police check?  
YES

NO

If no, you must be willing to undertake a police check prior to players being placed with you.

Briefly provide some background about your family/lifestyle: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Reasons for registering interest in becoming a host family: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Concerns you may have about hosting a new AFL draftee: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Please complete and email expressions of interest to:  Chris Byrne or Matt Little – Player Development Managers
cbyrne@essendonfc.com.au or call Chris on 0412 460 189

mlittle@essendonfc.com.au  or call Matt on 0423 770 107
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